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The internal oeeonomy of the Stage, which our
theatrical historians have laboured to display, though
not in absolute clearness, may receive some illustration
from the sarcasm of a satirist, during King James's
reign, who has been little noticed, by our seenick

upon a parcell of ground lying neere unto or behinde the three

Kings ordinary in Fleete Streete in the pish of St. Dunstans in the
West London, or in St. Brides London, or in either of them, or in
any other ground in or about that place, or in the whole Streete
aforesaid already allotted to him for that use or in any other place
that is or hereafter shall be assigned and allotted out to the said
William D'Avenant by the Right HonorMe Thomas Earle of Arun-
dle, and Surry Earle Marshall of England or any other His Mat8
Commission1* for building for the time being in that behalfe a
Theater or Playhouse wth necessary tyring and retyring roomes
and other places convenient conteyning in the whole forty yards
square at the most wherein plays musicall enterteynm* scenes or

other the like presentments may be prsented by and under cer-
tain e pro visors or condicons in the same conteyned as in and by

the said Lres patents whereunto relacon being had more fully and
at large it doth and may appeare: Now this indenture witnesseth
and the said William D'Avenant doth by theis presents declare
his Mats intent meaning at and upon the graunting of the said
Licence was and is that he the said William D'Avenant his heires
Executors Administrators nor Assignes should not frame build or
sett up the said Theater or Playhouse in anie place inconvenient
and that the said parcell of ground lying neere unto or behinde
the Three Kings Ordinary in Fleet Streete in the said parish of
St. Dunstan's in the West London, or in St. Brides London, or in
either of them or in any other ground in or about that place or
in the whole Streete aforesaid, And is sithence found inconvenient
and unfitt for that purpose, therefore the said William D'Avenant
doth for himselfe his Heires Executors Administrators and Assignes
and every of them covenante promise and agree to and w* or said
Soveraigne Lord the King his Heires and Successors That he the
said William Davenant his Heires Executors Administrate" nor
Assignes shall not nor will not by. vertue of the said License and
Authority to him granted as aforesaid frame erect new build or
sett uprupon the said parcell of ground in Fleet Strtete aforesaid or
in any other part of Fleet Streete'a Theater or Playhouse, nor
will not frame, erect, new build or sett up upon any other par-
cell of ground lying in or neere t&e Gitties or Suburbs of the
Citties of London or WestfcTT any Theater or Playhouse unles the
said place shall be first approved -and allowed by warrant under